
Registration fee: €10.00

Building the capacity of educators to support young people 
as agents of change towards a sustainable future.

This conference will inspire school communities to accelerate change 
through practical and meaningful actions.

Saturday 28 January 2023, Online 09:30 – 13:40

Register online

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_1RKTLTvFRDGq8B3Ngx-SWA


Welcome09:30 - 09:35 Stephanie Keating, Director, Athlone Education 
Support Centre.

Sheila Nunan, Conference MC,
Former Teacher and Principal, former President of 
the Irish Congress of Trade Unions, former General 
Secretary of the Irish National Teacher's Association.

Video Message

09:35 - 09:40

Prof. Luke O'Neill, Professor of Biochemistry in the 
School of Biochemistry and Immunology, Trinity 
College, Dublin.

Biodiversity Loss: Recommendations 
from Citizens' Assembly

09:40 - 10:10 Dr. Aoibhinn Ní Shúilleabháin, Assistant Professor in 
the UCD School of Mathematics & Statistics.

A Pedagogy of Hope for Teaching 
Climate Change

10:10 - 10:30 Dr. Anne Dolan, Lecturer in the Department of 
Learning, Society and Religious Education, Mary 
Immaculate College, (MIC) Limerick.

Effective Climate Action: 
Stories from Primary and Post Primary 
Schools -Part One

11:05 - 11:35 Chaired by Philip Boucher-Hayes, TV & radio 
presenter, author and broadcast journalist 
with RTÉ.

Kate Murray, Principal, St Augustine's National 
School, Clontuskert, Ballinasloe, Co. Galway.

Codie Preston, Teacher Rockbrook Park School, 
Rathfarnham, Dublin 16.

Break10:50 - 11:05

12:30 - 12:35

Effective Climate Action: Stories
from Primary and Post Primary 
Schools - Part Two

12:00 - 12:30 Chaired by Philip Boucher-Hayes

Simon Lewis, Principal, Carlow Educate Together 
National School.

Clara Hutchinson, Teacher, Ramsgrange 
Community School, Co. Wexford.

Combating Climate Change: 
We still can, you know!

10:30 - 10:50 Dr. Éanna Ní Lamhna, Ecologist, Broadcaster, 
Columnist, Lecturer and Heritage Expert.

Raising Youth Voices on the 
Climate Crisis

12:35 - 12:55 Jessica Gill and David Giles, 
United Nations Youth Delegates for Ireland.

Supporting Young People Who 
Experience Climate Anxiety

12:55 - 13:15 Fiona Forman, author, speaker, facilitator and trainer 
in the area of wellbeing and positive psychology in 
education.

Panel Discussion:
The role of education in taking
action while maintaining a sense
of hope and positivity

11:35 - 12:00 Chaired by Dr. Maurice Harmon, Senior Lecturer 
and Head of the Department of Learning, Society, 
and Religious Education at Mary Immaculate College 
(MIC), Limerick.

Duncan Stewart, Producer of Eco Eye TV series and 
patron of EcoEd 4All.

Dr. Patrick Kirwan, Science Teacher, Ardscoil na 
Mara, Tramore, Co. Waterford & Founder of the Irish 
Schools Sustainability Network (ISSN).

Dr. Daithi Ó Murchú, International consultant and 
expert advisor, lecturer, author, keynote speaker, 
Honorary Consul, CEO, and climate activist.

Dr. Éanna Ní Lamhna, Ecologist, Broadcaster, 
Columnist, Lecturer, and Heritage Expert.

Close13:35 Assumpta O'Neill, Director of Waterford Education 
Support Centre.

ConferenCe SChedule

Video Address Norma Foley, TD, Minister for Education.

Climate Justice13:15 - 13:35 Mary Robinson, Adjunct Professor of Climate Justice, 
Trinity College, Dublin.



Mary Robinson 
Adjunct Professor of Climate Justice, Trinity College Dublin

Mary Robinson is Adjunct Professor for Climate Justice in Trinity College Dublin and Chair of The Elders.  She served as President of Ireland from 
1990-1997 and UN High Commissioner for Human Rights from 1997-2002. She is a member of the Club of Madrid and the recipient of numerous 
honours and awards including the Presidential Medal of Freedom from the President of the United States Barack Obama. Between 2013 and 2016 
Mary served as the UN Secretary General’s Special Envoy in three roles; first for the Great Lakes region of Africa, then on Climate Change leading up 
to the Paris Agreement and in 2016 as his Special Envoy on El Niño and Climate. Her Foundation, the Mary Robinson Foundation – Climate Justice, 
established in 2010, came to a planned end in April 2019.

A former President of the International Commission of Jurists and former chair of the Council of Women World Leaders she was President and 
founder of Realizing Rights: The Ethical Globalization Initiative from 2002-2010 and served as Honorary President of Oxfam International from 2002-
2012. She was Chancellor of the University of Dublin from 1998 to 2019. 
 
Mary Robinson serves as Patron of the International Science Council and Patron of the Board of the Institute of Human Rights and Business, is an 
Ambassador for The B Team, in addition to being a board member of several organisations including the Mo Ibrahim Foundation and the Aurora 
Foundation. Recently she became joint Honorary President of the Africa Europe Foundation. Mary’s memoir, ‘Everybody Matters’ was published in 
September 2012 and her book, ‘Climate Justice - Hope, Resilience and the Fight for a Sustainable Future’ was published in September 2018. She is 
also co-host of a podcast on the climate crisis, called ‘Mothers of Invention’.

Dr. Aoibhinn Ní Shúilleabháin

Aoibhinn is an Assistant Professor 
in the UCD School of Mathematics 
& Statistics, where she is director 
of the BSc. Science, Mathematics & 
Education initial teacher education 
programme in the College of 
Science. Her research investigates 
issues in Mathematics Education, 
with particular focus on teacher 
education, and on making STEM 
more accessible and exciting for 
those who have historically been 
left out, whether because they are 
underprivileged economically or 
because they are female. A former 
post-primary teacher in a DEIS 
school, she is committed to making 
the teaching of mathematics more 
effective and this commitment 
has taken her well out of the 
university classroom as a science 
communicator on TV, radio and in 
print. In 2017 she was named as a 
European Young Leader, based on 
her work to improve diversity in 
STEM and she has won awards from 
Maths Week Ireland (2020) and 
Science Foundation Ireland (2017) 
for her role promoting Mathematics 
and Science nationally. Nominated 
by colleagues, she won a 2020 UCD 
Values in Action award for her role 
as a socially engaged academic, 
communicator and leader. 

In 2022 An Taoiseach Mícheál 
Martin nominated Aoibhinn as 
chairperson of the national Citizens' 
Assembly on Biodiversity Loss. 
The Assembly is due to present 
their recommendations to the 
Oireachtas in December 2022 and 
Dr. Ní Shúilleabháin will share these 
published recommendations at the 
conference. 

SpeakerS

Codie Preston

Codie is a Science and Biology 
teacher in Rockbrook Park School. 
He has a special interest in nature 
education and helping young people 
take actions to  address the climate 
& biodiversity crises. He is also an 
active member of the Irish Schools 
Sustainability Network (ISSN).

Sheila Nunan, Conference MC

Sheila Nunan has extensive 
leadership experience in civil 
society organisations . She was 
General Secretary of INTO, the 
largest teaching union on the island 
of Ireland representing members 
North and South between 2009-
2019, the first woman to hold the 
post. Prior to this Sheila served 
as Deputy General Secretary and 
President of INTO.  Between 
2017-2019 she was President 
of ICTU.  She was vice-chair of 
ICTU’s Public Service Committee 
and part of the negotiating team 
on all national Public Service Pay 
Agreements between 2010-2019. 
Sheila is a member of the ESIF(2021-
2027) partnership committee. She 
serves on the Governing Body 
of Maynooth University and the 
National College of Ireland. Sheila 
is also a Director and Chair of 
Comhar Linn INTO Credit Union. As 
a former teacher and Principal she 
worked on intercultural projects, 
Traveller education projects,  was 
a member of the National Council 
for Curriculum and Assessment 
(NCCA), and the 2017-18 Task 
Force of Gender Equality in Higher 
Education.  She was secretary 
to the British and Irish group of 
teacher unions and a member of the 
European Trade Union Committee 
for Education (ETUCE). Sheila is a 
graduate of UCD and St. Patricks 
College Drumcondra.

Dr. Anne Dolan

Dr. Anne Dolan is a lecturer 
in primary geography with the 
Department of Learning, Society 
and Religious Education in Mary 
Immaculate College, Limerick.

Anne is editor of the recently 
published Teaching Climate Change 
Education in Primary School: 
an interdisciplinary approach 
(Routledge, 2022) and the 
forthcoming book, Teaching the 
Sustainable Development Goals 
in Schools: a focus on respect, 
empathy, advocacy and hope.

Phillip Boucher-Hayes

Philip Boucher-Hayes, a journalist 
at RTÉ, is one of Ireland’s best-
known, highly-regarded journalists 
and broadcasters.

RTÉ has sent Philip to Kosovo in 
1999, Palestine's second Intifada 
in 2000, Iran, the 9/11 attacks in 
New York City and the U.S.'s 2003 
invasion of Iraq.

His reporting has also taken him 
to Lebanon, Latin America, Israel, 
occupied Palestinian Territories, Iran 
and tsunami-hit South East Asia.

His work continues to engage, 
inform and break new journalistic 
ground, evidenced by winning News 
Reporter of the Year at the 2014 
industry awards.

Philip’s climate action series - Hot 
Mess - currently airing on RTE Radio 
1 on Monday evenings measures 
the gap between Ireland's climate 
aspirations and climate actions. 
It has been accurately described 
as “a case study for conservation, 
showing what does and doesn’t 
work. It reveals grim situations, 
and the underlying messes that are 
holding the country back”.

Kate Murray

Kate Murray is Principal Teacher 
in St. Augustine’s National School, 
Clontuskert. She is a MIE Expert 
Fellow and Clontuskert is a 
Microsoft Showcase School. Led 
by Kate, the school has won many 
awards including becoming the first 
Irish Climate Action Project School 
of Excellence. Kate is a former 
Galway Science Person of the Year 
and her strong interest in robotics 
and coding led her to mentor both 
FIRST LEGO League and FIRST 
LEGO League Junior teams while 
making Clontuskert a Pioneer 
School for FLL Junior in Ireland. 
Kate is a Director of Camden 
Education Trust and is on the 
Committee of Galway Education 
Support Centre. She is also 
Global Learning Ambassador for 
projects such as Climate Action, 
Human Differences and the 
Innovation Project. 

Norma Foley TD

Norma Foley TD Norma Foley 
TD was appointed Minister for 
Education in June 2020. 
Minister Foley has a passionate 
interest in excellence and equity 
in education, most notably when 
she provided for the inclusion of 
the student voice as a partner in 
education. 
Amongst the key initiatives 
progressed during her first two and 
a half years in office Minister Foley 
has announced the biggest ever 
expansion of the Delivering Equality 
of Opportunity In Schools (DEIS) 
programme ensuring that one out of 
every four of our students can now 
avail of DEIS supports. 
Minister Foley has also undertaken 
the first comprehensive reform of 
the Leaving Certificate Programme 
since the foundation of the State 
and has recently unveiled Cineáltas, 
the Department’s new Action Plan 
on Bullying. Prior to her election 
to Dáil Eireann and appointment 
as Minister, Ms Foley worked 
as a post-primary teacher in her 
home town of Tralee. A graduate 
of University College Cork, she 
served as a member of Kerry County 
Council for many years and has 
held the position of Mayor of Tralee 
and has also served as Mayor of 
County Kerry.

Dr. Éanna Ní Lamhna

Éanna Ní Lamhna holds science 
degrees from UCD. Her thesis 
on the ecology of sand dunes 
and salt-marshes was published 
in the Journal of Life Sciences. 
She lectured postgraduates on 
sustainability for over 20 years in 
TU Dublin. Her publications include 
a series of five studies on Irish Air 
Quality, six books including Wild 
Dublin and her most recent – Wild 
and Wonderful - published by O 
Brien Press in September.
She was President of An Taisce 
from 2004 – 2009 and is currently 
president of the Tree Council of 
Ireland. She is a highly respected 
radio and television broadcaster 
on environmental issues. Apart 
from the weekly Mooney goes Wild 
nature programme of which she is 
the mainstay since it began in 1995, 
she has a regular television slot on 
Virgin Media’s Six O' Clock show. 
She was included in Ireland's 
"influential hundred" list in 2012. 
She is a much sought-after speaker 
and lecturer. She is a fluent Irish 
speaker appearing regularly on TG 4 
and on Radio na Gaeltachta and has 
been a Heritage Expert under the 
Heritage in Schools Scheme, since 
2000. She writes regular columns on 
Wildlife in various Irish magazines 
including the Irish Garden, Intercom, 
and Woman’s Way, and now writes 
the weekly Eye on Nature column in 
the Irish Times.
She has one of the most instantly 
recognisable voices on the 
airwaves and is noted for her no-
nonsense, straight-talking take on 
environmental matters.

Dr. Maurice Harmon

Dr. Maurice Harmon is a Senior 
Lecturer and Head of the 
Department of Learning, Society, 
and Religious Education at Mary 
Immaculate College (MIC), Limerick. 
Maurice has extensive experience 
in the area of primary education and 
his research interests include child’s 
voice, religious education, ecology 
and spirituality, and pedagogy and 
curricula development in primary 
education. Maurice has published 
and presented widely in these areas, 
including, ‘Ecological awareness: A 
cornerstone to developing a healthy 
Christian spirituality’ in Dolan, 
A.M., (ed) (2021) Teaching Climate 
Change in Primary Schools: An 
Interdisciplinary Approach.

Dr. Patrick Kirwan

Patrick trained as a secondary 
science teacher with TeachFirst 
in London. While working in 
disadvantaged London schools, 
Patrick developed a bespoke award-
winning model for a whole school 
nature curriculum. While continuing 
to teach, he set up a community 
social enterprise to share his model 
with other primary and secondary 
schools. He is now piloting this 
programme in Ardscoil na Mara 
in Waterford. In March 2021, 
Patrick founded the Irish Schools 
Sustainability Network (ISSN). The 
network brings together teachers 
and students from different schools 
to work together on joint initiatives, 
share best practice, and work 
towards pushing sustainability to 
the top of the educational agenda. 
As part of his work with the ISSN, 
Patrick founded the Climate and 
Nature Summit which ran during 
COP26 and COP27. The summit 
is all about partnerships which he 
believes are key to systems change.



Duncan Stewart

Duncan Stewart, architect, 
pioneered, lectured & specialized 
in 'ecological building design'. 
Duncan is also a film producer 
& TV presenter of over 400 TV 
programmes screened on RTE1 
which include: ‘Eco Eye’ and ‘About 
the House’ series. 

Since his student years, and as vice 
president of the Union of Students 
of Ireland, Duncan became a 
committed environmentalist, where 
he championed green issues for 
over forty years.

Duncan is:
• A founder and patron of EcoEd4All. 
• A patron of Galway National Park City. 
• A director of the Dublin Civic Trust 
• An ambassador for Irish Seed Savers.

Duncan was instrumental in 
conceiving and advocating for 
environmental issues to be 
embedded and integrated into 
Ireland's school curriculum, which 
led to the founding of EcoEd4All. 
EcoEd4All’s mission is to inform 
and empower post-primary school 
teachers and their students on 
the impacts, causes and remedial 
options available to students 
to  address key environmental 
themes, through a series of short 
courses, including: 
Mitigation of the Climate Crisis. 
Loss of Biodiversity; Air & Water 
pollution; The Circular Economy 
method to  address impacts of 
consumption, waste & plastics; 
Sustainable solutions for Energy 
use in buildings, for Transport & for 
Agriculture in Ireland. 
The Sustainable Energy Authority 
of Ireland awarded Duncan the 
‘National Winner'' in 2021 for 
an 'outstanding contribution to 
sustainable energy'.

SpeakerS

Fiona Forman

Fiona Forman is an author, speaker, 
facilitator and trainer in the areas of 
well being and positive psychology 
in education and parenting.

Fiona holds an M.Sc. in Applied 
Positive Psychology, the science of 
well being, from the University of 
East London.

Having spent many years as a 
teacher, including in the SEN setting 
supporting children with anxiety, 
she is passionate about placing well 
being at the heart of school life. 
She is the co-author of Weaving 
Well-Being, an SPHE programme 
for children which is now widely 
used in Ireland and abroad. Fiona is 
also the author of Wired for Well-
Being, a new well being programme 
for second level schools. Her junior 
programme, Welcome to Well being, 
has also been recently released in 
Ireland and abroad.

Fiona is also the mother of two 
young adults, which has deepened 
her awareness of the importance 
of equipping our children with 
the support and skills they need 
to thrive and flourish, despite the 
challenges of life.

Her latest book, BRAVER THAN 
YOU BELIEVE: A Parent’s Guide to 
Building Children’s Resilience using 
Positive Psychology Skills, has just 
been released by Outside The Box 
Learning Resources.

Dr. Daithí Ó Murchú

Dr. Daithí Ó Murchú HC, Ireland - 
International Consultant and Expert 
Advisor

Dr. Daithí Ó Murchú’s life has been 
guided by a wonderful Mother, and 
learning the ways of survival early, 
through an engagement with the 
spaces that are unseen to most, but 
are magical for the individual. Since 
the 1970’s, he has had the honour to 
be a head-teacher lecturer, author 
and keynote speaker, Honorary 
Consul, CEO, and Climate activist.

Through this journey he has 
synergised with marginal and 
tribal communities globally, to 
share stories of resilience and 
unconditional love in a world that 
just didn't 'Get it'. 

Currrently, Daithí consults 
with bodies on five continents, 
facilitating rural, linguistic and 
tribal regeneration, and sustainable, 
Digital and Green economic 
development in the areas of EdTech, 
A.I, transformative education, 
disruption, biodiversity, emerging 
technologies, SMART Agriculture 
(SMAI) and strategic planning. 

Daithí has a passion for eXtreme 
ultra running and Planet Earth. 

This conference was organised on behalf of the Education Support Centres of 
Ireland by the ESCI Climate Action sub-committee, made up of the following 
Education Support Centre Directors: 

Stephanie Keating, Athlone, 
John O’Sullivan, Kilkenny
Assumpta O'Neill, Waterford
Norma O'Brien, Limerick
Therese Gamble, Drumcondra.

This sub-committee was established to deliver on the ESCI commitment to 
play a key role in Climate Action Education through the delivery of high-quality 
Professional Learning Opportunities for Primary and Post-Primary teachers.

Jessica Gill

Jessica Gill, from West Cork, is 
a 21-year-old BA International 
Relations student at Dublin City 
University. She has also completed 
a Global Gender Studies programme 
at the University of Gothenburg in 
Sweden. Since 2020, Jessica has 
been a member of Plan International 
Ireland's Youth Advisory Panel, 
representing Irish youth at a national 
level. Jessica has also advocated for 
gender equality at an international 
level, speaking about online gender-
based violence at the United Nations 
Human Rights Council as a part of the 
Universal Periodic Review process. 
She has a background in NGO work 
having previously held the positions 
of Development Education intern  
at Plan International Ireland, Digital 
Marketing Intern at LGBT Ireland, 
Communications Volunteer with 
ActionAid Ireland and ONE Youth 
Ambassador. She was also the 
Chairperson of the DCU Amnesty 
International and St Vincent de 
Paul societies.
 

David Giles

David Giles, from Newcestown in 
West Cork, is a 22-year-old BCL Law 
and Business student at University 
College Cork. Throughout his time 
in secondary school and university, 
David has engaged extensively in 
volunteering and community-based 
activism and in 2019 was named 
the All-Ireland Youth Volunteer of 
the Year in the Pramerica Spirit of 
Community Awards. He has acted 
as a representative for the youth of 
Ireland at European fora, including 
at the European Parliament in 
Strasbourg and at conferences as 
an EU Youth Delegate for Ireland, 
nominated by the National Youth 
Council of Ireland. He is passionate 
about climate action and has steered 
the direction of the Youth Climate 
Justice Fund and worked with the 
US Embassy Young Leaders Council 
on climate-based position papers. 
Additionally, through his work as 
Chairperson of the UCC Free Legal 
Advice Centre and in drafting policy 
with FLAC Ireland, David has sought 
to promote the realisation of equal 
access to justice for all in Ireland.

Clara Hutchinson

Clara is an English, and Global 
Citizenship Education teacher from 
Ramsgrange Community School, Co. 
Wexford. She teaches a short course 
that centers on Global Citizenship 
Education and she is the head of the 
sustainability team in her school. 
She is also a member of the Irish 
School's Sustainability Network.

Simon Lewis

Simon works in Carlow Town as 
the principal of the local Educate 
Together primary school. He is 
best known in education circles 
for his views on technology in 
education. He has written for 
several publications in the field 
of educational technology and 
has lectured and supervised many 
postgraduate students in this field. 
In the last seven years his school has 
been exploring outdoor learning and 
sustainability. The pupils have led 
climate protests and are currently 
campaigning at local and national 
government levels for better active 
travel around Carlow Town. Simon is 
a passionate advocate for equality, 
particularly in education, and 
campaigns for equal opportunities 
for children in schools. He is also an 
award-winning poet and runs the 
popular education podcast, If I were 
the Minister for Education.

Prof. Luke O’Neill

Luke O’Neill is Professor of 
Biochemistry in the School of 
Biochemistry and Immunology, 
Trinity Biomedical Sciences Institute 
at Trinity College Dublin, Ireland. He 
is a world expert on innate immunity 
and inflammation. He is listed by 
Thompson Reuters/ Clarivates in 
the top 1% of immunologists in the 
world, based on citations per paper. 
He was awarded the Royal Dublin 
Society / Irish Times Boyle Medal 
for scientific excellence, the Royal 
Irish Academy Gold Medal for Life 
Sciences, The Society for Leukocyte 
Biology (SLB) Dolph O. Adams 
award, the European Federation of 
Immunology Societies Medal, the 
Milstein Award of the International 
Cytokine and Interferon Society 
and the Landsteiner Award from 
the Austrian Academy of Sciences. 
He is a member of the Royal 
Irish Academy, EMBO (European 
Molecular Biology Organisation) 
and a Fellow of the Royal Society.
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