
Summer Course Programme 2026  
Summary of Changes  

 
Updated Provider’s Handbook 2026 

Providers should note that the Summer Courses Provider’s Handbook has been updated for 2026. 
 
Any significant adjustments to the Summer Course Programme process for 2026 are summarised in this 
document. 
 
Providers must study the Summer Courses Provider’s Handbook before submitting application forms for 
consideration this year.  
 
 
Three-year approval cycle 

A three-year approval cycle commenced in 2023 for those summer courses which carry an entitlement 
of extra personal vacation (EPV) days for primary school teachers.  

The Department of Education and Youth has commenced a review of the Summer Course Programme.  
To facilitate this review, and as an exceptional measure, summer courses that were approved in 2023 
will remain approved for a further year (four years in total; from 2023 to 2026).  

Courses approved in 2023, 2024 and 2025 do not need to reapply for approval in 2026 unless the 
following paragraph applies: 

Courses, which were evaluated by the Inspectorate and had stipulations attached, and as a result had their 
approval withdrawn, must be re-submitted for approval in 2026 and must detail how the provider will address 
the stipulations set out 
 
New Provider Portal 

Drumcondra Education Support Centre has commenced the development of a new database 
management system (DMS) for the Summer Course Programme and this new database will be in place 
for the 2026 programme.  

As part of the development, an online Provider Portal will be available.  All aspects of your summer 
course management will be carried out through the portal.  To support you in using it, you will be 
provided with an online video tutorial. 

New providers will register directly on the Provider Portal. 

All existing providers will receive an email to register for the 2026 programme.  As part of this 
registration process, online and blended course providers will be required to complete a Quality 
Assurance Manual through the Provider Portal. 

Access to the Provider Portal is through the Drumcondra Education Support Centre website. 

 

 



New Course applications 

Applications for new courses will be made through the Provider Portal. The application process will 
open on Friday 30 January 2026 and applications must be submitted by 4pm on Friday 27 February 
2026. 

Dates for providers to note 

 
 Providers must ensure their summer course application is submitted by 4pm on Friday 27 February 

2026. 
 

 Confirmation of all course details must be done through the Provider Portal no later than 29 May 
2026. 
 

 Should a provider need to cancel a course, this must be confirmed as soon as is practicable 
through the Provider Portal, but no later than 19 June 2026.  
 

 The Summer Course Programme 2026 may commence on the first working day of July 2026 and all 
courses must be completed by 5pm on Friday, 21 August 2026.  Details on the course management 
for each mode of delivery can be found in the relevant section in the Provider’s Handbook. 
 

Categories of courses 

Providers of courses for 2026 are now invited to submit applications for the following categories only: 
 

1. Preparation for the introduction of Modern Foreign Languages (MFL)  
2. The Inclusive Classroom 
3. Special Educational Needs 
4. Digital Technology  
5. Courses to support the newly launched Policy for Irish-Medium Education and the Action Plan for Irish 

in English-Medium Schools 

    
Quality assurance manuals 

 
All providers of online courses who are applying to run new courses in 2026, or who received approval 
to run summer courses in 2023, 2024, or 2025 must submit an updated quality assurance manual with 
their course application.  
 
Please refer to the Provider’s Handbook for further details. 
 

Withdrawal of course approval 

The Department of Education and Youth reserve the right to withdraw course approval at any time.   

 
Other Updates 

 Face-to-face courses will run for five consecutive days (excluding weekend days). 



 Tutors should avoid generic responses to participants’ engagement / submissions. 
 

 Building on Guidance on Artificial Intelligence in Schools (2025), transparency in the use of 
AI, particularly Gen AI is essential.  
- Participants must clearly communicate when and how Gen AI was utilised to support their 

engagement with course content.  
- Participants should briefly describe the purpose of the AI use and should confirm that the 

final submitted work reflects the participant’s own professional thinking and reflection. 
Transparency and professional integrity are the key expectations. 

 
 Please note, while online quizzes or multiple-choice questions (MCQ’s) may be used as an 

attention checker, they are not accepted as appropriate tasks to assess participant’s learning 
of each module. 
 

 Materials / resources recommended to participants’ to support their learning experience should 
be free and readily accessible. 
 

 For online/blended/pilot courses, the full 20 hours must be completed in order to receive a 
completion certificate. Partial attendance at an online/blended/pilot course bears no 
entitlement to an EPV day award. 
 

 Unlike previous years, providers of face-to-face/blended courses must retain an attendance 
log onsite for a period of 12 months and make available for inspection upon request. 

 
 
 

 


